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Plantations in the early 1700’s were not commonly known in Great Britain. These plantations were run by slaves and the Britons (English speaking) did not have a clear understanding of the plantations. As a mathematical professor, Hugh Jones goes from London to Virginia to serve for a period of two years. At this time, his fellow Englishmen back in London did not understand the state of the colonial plantations and what really transpired in those colonies. In the effort of explaining to them, he wrote The Present State of Virginia in 1724. The clergyman had a plan in his publishing of the book; explain the religious and economic states of the people and government so that he is able to transport cheap labor to the colonies. 
Professor Hugh has divided his publish in several parts in order to pass his message to the audience in a clear manner. He talks about slavery in Chesapeake, the inhabitants of Virginia, the plantations, settlements, the number of African Americans and how they interact with their masters. He informs his audience of the notion that plantation owners had regarding the keeping of slaves. The population of slaves in Chesapeake alone grew by thousands between the year 1680 and 1700 (Historymatters.gmu.edu, 2018). That said, the increased number of African Americans increased their contact with the Whites and as Jones paints it, Virginia was inhabited by enslaved Africans, white laborers that were poor and small landowners. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Additionally, Jones talks about the settlement of slaves. The enslaved Africans are said to have been living in gangs which were made up of about six people. In small cottages, the African Americans were under an overseer that was given commands on how to direct the operations in the plantations. What was commonly grown in the plantations was tobacco and Indian Corn. However, the plantations had the privileges of raising cattle and hogs and for the overall work given to the slave overseer, there came a salary and a bonus that was meant to quench his thirst and pain of managing the laborers (Historymatters.gmu.edu, 2018). Nevertheless, the overseers were not only meant to keep an eye on the slaves but to ensure that they ate well and were in good health so that they can work without complications. Jones again, the level of slavery in Virginia in 1724 was self-sustaining and thus stable enough (Historymatters.gmu.edu, 2018). In this regard, plantation owners did not rely heavily on the importation of slaves from the Indies and Africa. The paternalistic mindset of the slave masters is shown in Jones description of how they took care of the African Americans. The type of labor system adopted in Virginia is said to have offered a better life for the slaves as compared to their countries of origin. Again, the professor notes that the slavery back in England could not much the one in Virginia because they were treated better and given better food. 
However, things changed when slaves from England started being imported to work at the plantations. These slaves, as Jones says, they were troublesome even though they were fewer in numbers. England had a lot of people white indentures that were debtors and a burden. For this matter, there was fear of the slaves would gang up with the white indentures and bring chaos. It is important to note that Jones calls the African Americans “Negroes” in all his portions of the book. He has a bias against slavery and by the way of his descriptions, he was in favor of the state of slavery that took place in Virginia. One thing is that Jones was a clergy who is a religious leader that should condemn the acts of slavery. In as much as he talks about the paternalistic mindsets of the plantation owners in Virginia, he uses a different tone that praises the works of the overseers and the slave masters. 
The period of slavery in Virginia at the time that Hugh Jones authored his book was not as it developed to be after a few years. In accordance with the information provided by Jones, the slaves in Virginia enjoyed what their masters did to them. It was a mutual understanding that the masters taught the African slaves how to be coopers, carpenters, and growers and in exchange, they were given food. What strikes doubt is the fact that the occasional slaves imported from England to Virginia augured well with the already existing. Jones claims that the slaves were of three types; ones came as an agreement to work for certain wages, others came because they were indentures and the last type was of felons. The felons were violent and had committed murder and robbery. The felons as well as the white indentures worked for a certain period of time and then they were set free so that they are able to settle in small plantations (Historymatters.gmu.edu, 2018). The question is, how did the African slaves that used to tolerate heavy labor, as well as accord respect to their masters, feel when felons from England were set free and they were not? In support of slavery and the manner in which African Americans are treated in Chesapeake, Jones claims that the slaves cannot be compared to the woodcutters back in Great Britain. For him, the slaves who were subjected to laborious activities of felling the trees were given better care and food. He writes “the negroes eat wholesome bread and better pork with more plenty and ease” (Historymatters.gmu.edu, 2018).
In conclusion, in as much as Jones sounds biased on matters regarding slavery, him being a professor at William and Mary gives a good account of what transpired in Virginia. The notion of the Britons regarding slaves in Chesapeake is straightened by the extensive account regardless of the rosy picture that he brings out. The white indentures formed the small plantations, the Africans remained to be slaves, and the imported white slaves formed the poor laborer's group. This is how the slave society developed in plantation colonies of Chesapeake, Virginia. 
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